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Local tax
plan will
go ahead
FINANCE secretary
John Swinney yesterday
pledged to press ahead
with plans to replace the
council tax with a local
income tax – despite
resistance from business
leaders and political
opponents.
The deadline for
submissions to a
consultation are now
closed and Mr Swinney
expects a Bill before
Parliament in 2009/10.
The tax would come
into force in 2011 if
passed. He said: “The
public are frustrated by
this unfair tax.”

SPECIAL DELIVERY: SNP candidate John Mason canvasses in Shettleston post office

Now experts
are tipping
SNP to win
by-election
S O M E o f B r i t a i n’ s m o s t
influential political thinkers
believe Labour will lose to
the SNP in the Glasgow East
by-election.

U p u n t i l n o w, a n a l y s t s h a v e
predicted that Labour, with a
majority of 13,500 from the 2005
General Election, would cling on
to the seat with a vastly reduced
majority of around 3,000.

But such is the extent of fears over
the economy, mishandling of the 10p
t a x r o w a n d G o r d o n B r o w n’ s
unpopularity in his own previously
impregnable “Scottish fiefdom” that
experts are now predicting defeat.
The survey on the ePolitix website,
run by Parliamentary publishers Dod’s
and conducted this week,
showed that 51.9 per cent
of respondents, made up
of MPs, party researchers
and political pundits,
believe that the SNP will
win next Thursday’s poll.
In contrast, just 42.6
per cent feel that Labour
will successfully defend
the seat.
The deeply damaging
survey comes after this
week’s sudden decision
to postpone the 2p-perlitre fuel duty increase
planned for October,
which was largely seen as a pre-election
bribe
to
byelection voters.
David Marshall MP, who has held
Glasgow East since 1979, forced the
by-election when he stood down for
health reasons as it emerged he had
been claiming around £75,000 a year in
office expenses, despite not having an
office in what is Labour’s third safest
seat in Scotland.
To overturn Labour’s huge majority,
the SNP needs a 22 per cent swing.
In other findings from the same poll,
a majority also agreed that the imminent Westminster summer recess, seen
by some as chance for Labour to
steady its precarious position,
will make no difference to the
Government’s poor standing.
Only 21.8 per cent claimed that the
break would benefit Mr Brown’s

By Paul Gilbride

Scottish Political Reporter
administration, while a similar number
believed it would damage the
Government.
Meanwhile, 48.8 per cent thought
that the Prime Minister would reshuffle his cabinet in September in an
attempt to restore momentum.
Yesterday, the rising cost of living
dominated the Glasgow East campaign after warnings of massive
increases in the price of gas.
An independent report commissioned by Centrica said prices could
rise by 70 per cent, putting gas bills as
high as £1,300 a year.
The findings were seized on by SNP
candidate John Mason, who has called
on Chancellor Alistair
Darling to implement an
eight-point plan to tackle fuel poverty.
Ye s t e r d a y h e s a i d :
“That has been the
number one issue on the
doorsteps, rising prices
of petrol, gas and
electricity.
“If we have another
L a b o u r M P, G o r d o n
Brown will take that as
a message that he can
just carry on as before.
And he added: “The
election of an SNP MP
would send a huge message to Labour, be it Gordon Brown or
anyone else, that they have got to act
and help the people of this
constituency.”
The SNP also campaigned yesterday
on post office closures, accusing
Labour MPs of failing to vote to
prevent them.
Meanwhile, Labour’s campaign
highlighted the cost of living for pensioners.
Candidate Margaret Curran said:
“Pensioners across the East End need
an MP who will stand up for them and
fight their corner at Westminster.”
Tory candidate Davena Rankin, who
was joined by Scottish party leader
Annabel Goldie, focused on the
increases in road tax charges, which
will hit nine million UK motorists, with
some paying double, from next
year onwards.

‘Fuel cost
has been the
number one
issue on the
doorsteps’
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Race teen stuns
the medics by
getting back
on his bike
By Tristan Stewart-Robertson
JUST nine weeks ago,
surgeons fought for five
hours to save the
shattered leg of teenage
motorcycle racing star
Deane Brown after a
90mph crash at Brands
Hatch.

Now, following a recovery
that astonished surgeons,
Deane, 15, will race again in
the British Superbikes
Championships at Oulton
Park, Cheshire, on Sunday.

Deane, a fourth-year pupil at
Dalziel High School in
Motherwell, was 23rd in the
teenage motorcycle racing
world rankings when he had the
horrific crash.
The teenager, still walking
with a slight limp and sporting
a massive scar down the side of
his right leg, used positive
thinking to speed his recovery
from the broken femur.

Amazed
He said: “Injuries come with
the sport. It didn’t freak me out.
I had been through an operation before.
“The doctor was amazed. He
said he had never seen someone
heal so quickly. I didn’t even
have any physio during my
recovery period.”
Deane, from Motherwell, got
his first chance to get back on a
racing bike at a training session
l a s t Tu e s d a y a t K n o c k h i l l
Racing Circuit, near
Dunfermline in Fife.
He said yesterday: “It was
great to be back racing at top
speeds. I never had any doubts
that I would be back sooner
rather than later, and there
were no ill effects.”
On May 11, Deane was at the
Brands Hatch racing circuit in
Kent, doing a 10-minute warm-

CHAMP:
Deane’s
positive
thinking
put him
on track
to health
up for the British Superbike
Championships.
With just another minute to
go before the end of the session,
the back tyre of his Honda KR
Seel 125 left the track and both
it and Deane were thrown into
the air as a fellow racer drove
under the £50,000 machine.
Deane was taken to Queen
Mary’s Hospital in Sidcup, Kent,
where doctors carried out emergency surgery to save his leg.
But there were complications.
The teenager had a plate in his
right thigh from a previous
break, and, when doctors tried
to remove it, a screw broke and

he started to bleed. Surgeons
used 56 staples to seal the
wound. A rod now goes through
Deane’s femur, added to the two
pins in his wrist and skin grafts
from previous accidents.
Tomorrow, he hopes to speed
through the British Superbike
Championships, cheered on by
his father John, 44, and mother
Isabell, 42. Deane said: “My goal
is to become world champion.”
But he admitted: “My mum
worries a lot. My dad doesn’t
tell me he worries, but he does.”
John, an independent financial adviser, said: “I would
rather see him on the bike than

not, but I will be a bit anxious
on Sunday as a parent. It’s very
stressful watching him out
there. But for the past eight
years I’ve had to live with it.”
Deane, who started racing at
the age of seven, was the UK
minimoto bike champion in
2002 and 2003, having been
inspired by his uncle Gordon
Grigor, a Scottish champion.
He only needs to climb from
his current 12th place of the Red
Bull Moto Grand Priz Rookies
Cup into the top 10 to gain a
spot on the Indianapolis racing
track against US champions.
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TASTE FOR DANGER: The sporting Motherwell teenager has the horrific scars to show for choosing to pursue a career on two wheels
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