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‘Wedding planner’ to
be deported after
fixing fake marriages

T R I STA N

ST EWA RT- R O B E RTSO N

“All he was doing
was supporting
his family”
Jonathan Manson, defence

A BOGUS wedding planner
jailed for marrying Scottish
brides to African men faces de-
portation after being involved in
more than 100 scams.

Lamin Manneh, who was paid
£500 for each fake marriage he
helped arrange, brought the
men up from England to waiting
women in Paisley who were
themselves paid to help cus-
tomers attain the right to remain
in the UK.

But the 36-year-old was
caught out using his own name
and address as he regularly ap-
peared at local registry offices,
gaining the nickname “the wed-
ding planner” from staff.

The UK Border Agency said
they would be trying to have
Manneh, originally from Gam-
bia, deported as soon as possible
into his two-year sentence.

He was convicted as a result of
a three-year inquiry into sham
marriages in the UK, which iden-
tified a growing number of
African nationals living in Eng-
land marrying British nationals
in the Paisley area.

Investigations involving the
General Registrar Office for Scot-
land found he had been involved
in 107 marriages involving men
mainly from Gambia, Ghana and
Nigeria marrying with the aim
of getting permission to settle
permanently within the UK. All
the  men were  in the  UK tem-
porarily as students or working
holid ay-makers.

Paisley Sheriff Court heard
Manneh was merely a chauffeur
or courier to the men, and had to

pay for travel and accommoda-
tion out of the £500 he was paid
for each of nine fake marriages.

Manneh, of Woodley, Read-
ing, pleaded guilty last month to
breaching immigration law and
arranging the sham marriages.

The court was told Paisley had
been identified as the “best
place” to find women “primed”
to be paid between £1,000 and
£2,000 to go through with the
loveless nuptials. If the fake
unions had not been exposed

before working full-time,
though he was not authorised to
do so.

Mr Manson said half of the
money was paid directly from
the men to  the Paisley women
upfront and Manneh had no in-
volvement in those payments. In
one marriage, he acted as a wit-
ness at the registry office, the
court heard.

Mr Manson added: “Mr Man-
neh was at the end of the chain.
The women in Paisley had al-
ready been primed. They knew
exactly what they were doing.
They were not being forced.”

Manneh pleaded guilty on 8
April at Paisley Sheriff Court to
arranging marriages in Paisley
on five occasions, Renfrew twice
and Glasgow’s Park Circus Reg-
istry Office twice, all between
April 2006 and February 2007.

Phil Taylor, regional director
of the UK Border Agency in Scot-
land, said: “Manneh’s conviction
sends out a message that the UK
Border Agency and the courts in
Scotland will not tolerate immi-
gration abuse and will punish
those who break the laws.

“This operation concerned a
major sham marriage scam in-
volving over 100 people. We had
the full co-operation of the Reg-
istrar’s Office, whose expertise
and care were essential to the in-
vestigation. UKBA and seconded
police officers from the Scottish
Police Service carried out the op-
eration and the strength of evi-
dence they gathered against
Manneh led him to plead
guilt y.”

within two years, the men could
have won permanent status in
the UK.

Defence agent Jonathan Man-
son said Manneh came from a
small, impoverished village in
Gambia where disease and star-
vation were significant.

He said: “All he was doing was
supporting his family and trying
not to be a burden on society.
Contrary to popular belief, he
was not seen as someone who
came over to claim benefits to
the detriment of the British tax-
payer. He has led a blameless
l i fe .”

Manneh applied for a student
visa for the UK from Malta in
1999 and originally studied IT

Austrian authorities
‘gullible’ over Fritzl
JOSEF Fritzl, the man accused
of imprisoning his daughter
for 24 years and fathering her
children, has agreed to further
questioning as Austria’s justice
minister admitted authorities
may have been gullible in fail-
ing to spot his crimes.

Fritzl has been interviewed
by Christiane Burkheiser, the
investigating prosecutor, but
they did not discuss the allega-
tions against him – that he
raped his daughter for years,
imprisoned her in his cellar,
and fathered her seven child-
ren. No more questioning is ex-
pected in the next two weeks.

Authorities say Fritzl, 73, ini-
tially confessed to holding his
daughter Elisabeth, now 42,
and some of their children cap-
tive in a reinforced basement.
But Fritzl, who has not yet been
charged, has not elaborated on
the earlier confession.

The underground family
came to light last month when
Elisabeth’s oldest child, a 19-
year-old woman, was hospi-
talised with a severe infection

in Amstetten, west of Vienna.
Doctors, unable to find medi-
cal records for the woman, ap-
pealed for her mother to come
forward. Fritzl then accompa-
nied Elisabeth to hospital.

Maria Berger, the justice
minister, yesterday hinted at
shortcomings by local authori-
ties, saying they may have
shown a certain “gullibility” in
accepting Fritzl’s claim, when
Elisabeth disappeared in 1984,
that she had run away to join a
cult. Authorities in Lower Aus-
tria province have maintained
that they acted appropriately.

Fritzl’s lawyer, Rudolf Mayer,
said his client had access to a TV
in jail and was watching cover-
age of his case, which has re-
ceived worldwide attention.

Mr Mayer said Fritzl was
bothered by the fact that he
was “only being portrayed as a
monster and not as someone
who committed monstrous
a c t s”.
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This giant horse could be a landmark for Ebbsfleet Valley in Kent, if Mark Wallinger, who designed it, beats four other shortlisted artists

who propose a ‘recycled mountain’, a steel latticework structure, a huge concrete wing and a tower with a vertical laser beam Picture: PA
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